L W. Camp Ford Motor Carpeny
Dirsctor . 330 Tewmn Cormr Drive:
Ackcmotive Safety Cice

april 27, 1993
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Agpogiate Adminiatrater for Safety Rgsurance ﬁﬁi -
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration - =
400 Sewventh Street, S.W. A
Waphington, D.C, 205850 = ta
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Dear Mr. Weinstein:

Thie letter ie to inform yﬁu that Ford Motor Company is

expanding safety recall $7983 (NHTSA 97V-204) to include those
vehiclea described below.

Pursuant to Part 573 of Tltle 49 of the Code of Federal
Regulatione, Defect and Noncocmpliance Reports, Ford Motor

Company aubmits the fellowing information concerming a safaty-
related recall actieon that it iz initiating.

- 573.5 (o) (3)

Certain 1992 madel year Ford Aercetar All Wheel Drive

{AWD) wvehicleg built at the 5t. Louisp Assembly Plant from
Augupt 2, 1991 through December 31, 1591.

This ineludes all
1992 ANWD Aercogtare not previcusly ilncludsd in safety recall
57883.

The tranefer case and rear driveshaft assemblies
referred to later in thie letter are supplisd to Ford by the
Dana Corporation, Spicer Axle Division, P.0O. Box 1209, Fort
Waymne,

Indiana 46801. Dana's phone number is {219) 481-3093.

Because these wvehiclee are not produced in VIN order,
information as to the applicabllity of thise action to epecific
vehicles can best bs obtalned by either calling Ferd's toll-
free line ({1-800-392-3673) or contacting a local Ford or
Lincoln/Mercury dealer, who can cbtain specific information
regarding the vehicles from the Ford OASIS computer system.
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Approximately 11,000 vehicles,
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Unknown, but bhelleved to be dependent on high speed,
high ambient temperature operatiocno.
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Boma of the affected vehiclesa may develop powertrain
bending reecnance or transfercaee cutput shaft bushing
diaplacement ag a repult of sustained operatiom at apeeds in
excesd of 80 mph. Moet of the reports aleoc appear to be
raelated to operation in high ambient temperature conditions
{over 50 degrees Fahrenheit). The powertrain bending
regonance or the cutput shaft bushing displacement can result
in structural failure of the transmission and/cr transfercase.
In som= cases, fluid expuleion, driveshaft separation or lose
of wehicle drive can result. If the expelled Fluid contacts
the exhaust system, the potential for a vehicle fire alsc
exista. There have been approximately 29 reports of these
conditions on the vehicles which are the subject of this
letter. Approwimately four of the reports allege that the
driveshaft wasa no longer retained by the rear of the
tranafercage. 0me of the reports alleges that z fire
aoccurred. There are nco reports of vehicle crashes and no
reports of personal injury attributed to this conditlion on the
vahicles which are the subject of this letter.
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Ford'"d investigation of this matter ham bean ongoing
since the agency wae first netified of mafety recall 97283,
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Ford currently plans Lo begin notifying owners on or
about the week of June 7, 1599% to return vehicleg to dealers
for inmtallation of a new transfer caspe housing and an
aluminum driveshaft.
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Ford does not plan to make a public statement
concerning thiag action since the original recall has already
been the subject of a presa release and has received
conalderable media attention. Coplee of the notification
lettere to dealers and owners from Ford Customer Service
Division will be forwarded when available,
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Although this iz an expansion of safety recall 57883,
Ford hap decided to asaign campaign number 99813 to this
action for administrative purposes.

Very truly yours,

ey

L. W. Camp

Attachment
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